
Christmas Carol Service in Lockdown  
The Gathering  

Welcome 

‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they name him Emmanuel’ which means, 
‘God is with us’  Mathew 1:23

 

Carol 

Once in royal David's city

Solo Once in Royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed.

Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for His bed.

Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ that little child.

All He came down to earth from Heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all.

And his shelter was a stable,
And his cradle was a stall.

With the poor and mean and lowly,
Lived on earth our Saviour Holy. 

Not in that poor, lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,

We shall see Him; but in Heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high,

When, like stars, His children crowned
All in white, shall wait around.

Bidding Prayer 

Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmastide our care and delight to hear again the message of the 
angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to 
pass, and the Babe lying in a manger.

Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the 
first days of our disobedience unto the glorious redemption brought us by this Holy Child.

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on earth and goodwill among all 
his people; for unity and brotherhood within the Church he came to build, and especially in this 
town of Sutton-in-Ashfield and diocese of Southwell and Nottingham.

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us remember, in his name, the poor and 
helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and them that mourn, the lonely and 
the unloved, the aged and the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love 
him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.
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Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore, and in 
a greater light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the Word made 
flesh, and with whom in the Lord Jesus we are for ever one.

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which 
Christ himself hath taught us:

Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done,
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

May the almighty God bless us with his grace;
Christ give us the joys of everlasting life,
and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of angels bring us all.
Amen.

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

It is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we first believed. 
The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let 
us put on the armour of light.

Lighting the Advent Candle  

Stir up thy power, O Lord, and come, that by thy protection we may be rescued from the dangers 
that beset us through our sins; and be a Redeemer to deliver us; Who livest and reignest with 
God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

 

The First Lesson  

Saint Luke tells of the Birth of Jesus

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be taxed.

And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius [“Sigh-Ree-Knee-Uss”] was governor of Syria.

And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)

To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
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And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be 
delivered.

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 
manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

Thanks be to God

Solo 

The Second Lesson  

The Shepherds go to the Manger

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night.

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about 
them: and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known unto us.

And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

Thanks be to God

Carol 

(Remain seated)  

Silent night, holy night

Silent night, holy night,
all is calm, all is bright

round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,

sleep in heavenly peace.
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night,
shepherds quake at the sight,

glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Saviour, is born!
Christ, the Saviour, is born!
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Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love's pure light

radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord at thy birth.
Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

 

The Third Lesson  

The Wise Men are led by the Star to Jesus

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there 
came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, 

"Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to 
worship him."

When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.

And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded 
of them where Christ should be born.

And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet,

And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of 
thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the 
star appeared.

And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when 
ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also.

When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went 
before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.

And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell 
down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him 
gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh.

Thanks be to God

Carol 

Hark! the herald angels sing

Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new born King,

peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”

Joyful, all ye nations rise,
join the triumph of the skies;

with th’ angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
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Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new born King!”

Christ, by highest heaven adored;
Christ, the everlasting Lord;

late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin’s womb.

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail th’ incarnate Deity,

pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new born King!”

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,

risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,

born that man no more may die,
born to raise the sons of earth,
born to give us second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new born King!”

 

The Fourth Lesson  

Saint John unfolds the Great Mystery of the Incarnation

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God.

All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the 
darkness comprehended it not.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear 
witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.

He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.

That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.

He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.

He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name:

Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
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Thanks be to God

Carol 

O come, all ye faithful

O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him

Born the King of Angels:

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,

Christ the Lord.

 

God of God,
Light of Light,

Lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God,

Begotten, not created:  

 

Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,

Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above!
Glory to God

In the highest:  

 

 

The Dismissal  

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Collect 

Let us pray.  

O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of thy only son, Jesus 
Christ: Grant that, as we joyfully receive him for our Redeemer, so we may with sure confidence 
behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.

Blessing 

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, grant us the 
fullness of inward peace and goodwill; and may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, rest upon us and remain with us always. Amen.
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